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CHILDREN WITH SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS 
226. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to the 60 children under 14 years of age who have presented to health authorities recently with sexually 
transmitted infections. 
(1) Given the protocols between the Department of Health, the police and the Department for Community 

Development, have those 60 children been physically contacted by a departmental officer to make sure 
of their safety? 

(2) If not, how many of those children have been visited by a departmental officer? 
(3) Have any of those 60 children been taken into care? 
(4) If yes, how many? 
(5) If no, what has the department done to make sure that they are not continuing to be sexually abused? 
(6) Has the department liaised with the police about any of the 60 children? 
(7) If yes, how many, and have any charges been proceeded with? 
Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The reporting protocol between the Department of Health, 
the Department for Child Protection and the WA Police requires the Department of Health to report to DCP and 
WA Police all cases of children under 14 with a diagnosed sexually transmitted disease and all those aged 
between 14 and 16 years of age when an STI may have been acquired through abuse.  The figure of 60, which 
was originally provided by the Minister for Health in response to a question asked here on 4 April 2007, refers to 
notifications, not children.  The Department of Health does not report to the Department for Child Protection for 
children aged 14 and over when an STI has been acquired through non-coercive sexual contact with their peers.  
The Department for Child Protection has a responsibility to investigate when there is reason to believe that abuse 
has occurred.  The difference between the numbers of notifications of STIs received by the Department of Health 
and the number of referrals to the Department of Child Protection or the DCD is because children with STIs for 
whom there is no evidence of abuse are not referred to the Department for Child Protection or the DCD.  That 
relates to the cohort of children aged more than 14 when there is no evidence of sexual abuse but perhaps some 
evidence of sexual activity among 14-year-olds.  For the period between 14 November 2006 and 4 April 2007, to 
which the member’s questions relate, the Department of Health referred to the Department for Child Protection 
and the DCD in compliance with the protocol just outlined 24 notifications concerning 22 children. 

(1)-(2) Of the 22 children referred by the Department of Health to the Department for Child Protection and the 
DCD, investigations have concluded that there has been direct departmental contact with 17 of these 
children.  The police interviewed two of the children and then liaised with the DCP.  In one case, the 
child refused to have contact with the DCP, and so direct contact has been with a family member.  In 
another case, direct contact has not occurred due to the family’s mobility, and re-referral to another 
DCP district office has occurred.  The department is actively pursuing this case.  In a recent referral 
involving a 13-year-old having consensual sex, staff have not yet been able to interview the child but 
efforts to do so are continuing. 

(3)-(4) Of the 22 children referred by the Department of Health, four are currently in the care of the CEO. 
(5) For every single case brought to the attention of the department, an assessment is completed and the 

department determines what action is required.  The department takes a case-by-case approach to 
determine how the safety and wellbeing of the children can best be achieved.  Child abuse thrives upon 
secrecy, and families are not always aware that their child has been abused.  Once families become 
aware of this, they may be best placed to protect their own children, sometimes with the support of the 
department.  When this cannot be achieved, which could include the case of a child at risk in the child’s 
own family, the child may be taken into the chief executive officer’s care through a provisional 
protection and care order. 

(6) Under the terms of the STI protocols, the Department of Health notifies the Department for Community 
Development and the police at the same time.  Liaison then occurs between the three agencies. 

(7) This needs to be referred to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. 
 


